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Federal Election Commission Complaint 
Response to letter from Ruth Heilizer, of Nov. 10,2010 
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Complainant: Complamant: ^ u 
Wimam Brett McKenzie (O^lir "feTTH A \ H U U A ^ S 

I Little Compton, RI 02837 O g m S S 5 ^ 
I c : 0 . »^ -c :• 

Ifl Respondents: r-U; ^ 
C? John Loughlin, T 
*̂  Candidate for Congress, RI First Congressional District ^ ui ^ 
2J 105 Preservation Way, Tiverton, RI 20878 
^ (401)625-9889 
Q 

Little Compton Taxpayers Association 
rH PO Box 455, Adamsville, RI 02801 

Robert Hayden. Chairman, (401) 635-2224 

Source for complaint: 
Town wide mailing of a newsletter. 

Absence of contribution records with either FEC or RI Board of Elections. 

Complaint: 
In the 2010 general election, the Little Compton Taxpayers Association (LCTA) conducted a town wide 
mailing of their newsletter endorsing John Loughlin as a candidate for RI First Congressional district. 
This was the only town wide mailing listing candidate endorsements. The mailing was a full color, 
folded 11 X 17, glossy mailing, using Little Compton RI Bulk permit 4. 
John Loughlin has filed no expense reports in relation to this contribution to his campaign. 
The Little Compton Taxpayers Association is not registered as a PAC and their endorsement of 
cafadidates is beyond their mandate as a community tax policy organization. 
The Little Compton Taxpayers Association has filed no eleotion expense reports in relation to this 
expenditure. 
Supporting Documentation 
John Loughlin's filings at the FEC at httD://querv.nictusa.com/cgirbin/can pive/H0RIQ106S and at 
http://querv.nictusa.coni/cgi-bin/can ind/HORIO1065 do not show any contributions, either direct or 
in-kind, from LCTA. 
Attached is a photocopy of the newsletter. (The original was sient in the initial letter to FEC on 29 Oct 
2010, received 8 Nov. 2010in a letter firom Johanna McKenzie). 
Attaohed is a photocopy of the Rhode Island campaign expendituxe of a sunilar organization, indicating 
that it is RI practice to consider such activities as reportable campaign expenditure filings. 
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Federal Election Commission Complaint (continued) 
Response to letter from Ruth Heilizer, of Nov. 10,2010 

NOTARY 

STATE OF R̂hode Island. 
COUNTY OF N̂ewport 

. a Notary Pubilc, do hereby certify that on this day of 

^ ^ tVf /J f lh j^ jL ' 2010, personally appeared befbre me _VViliiam Brett McKenzie , known to 
K . 

Ĵf>̂  me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument,and swore and aclcnowledged to me 
O 
^ that he executed the same for the purpose and in the capacity therein expressed, and that the statements 

contained therein are true and correct. 

Notary Public. State of ^ h O f i f ^ ^ M r l d 

Name. Typed or Printed:. 

i^y Commission Expires: dbj^l j ^ / ^ 
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PO Box 455, AdamsvUle, Rl 02801 

EMail: Taxpayers@cox.net Web: www.LCraxpayers.Gom 

October 27, 2010 Vol. XI, No. 1 

C/iaAman; Sob Hayden 
1st Vice Chain Roy Bonner 
2nd Wc0 C/»fr: Joe Quirm 
Sec/Treas: Roger Lord 

SPECIAL EDITION - ELECTIONS & THE SCHOOL 
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TOWirCOUNCiL 

This special newsletter focuses on die Kowtnaher 2na election and Vie scEool project that started *with $iifO,€iOO ih tire safisty 
repairs/upgrades and has now grown into a staggering S45 MWion project at a time where both the United States and Rhode Island are in 
the worst financial situation since the Great Depression. 

ELECTION: On Tuesday. November 2,2010, local, state, and congressional elections will be conducted. This is your chance to change 
the course ofthe town, Rhode Island, and Washington. If you think we are experiencing bad economic times now, watch how bad tilings 
can really get if you vote for "more of die same" with those politicians who have already sold as down the river. The following SAMPLE 
ballot is our voting recommendations for txying to save the sinking ship. 

We recommend voting as shown on the 
left. Ifs in your best interest. 
Conrresr. John Louglilin: Conservative 
skilled legislator; Veteran; pro-life family 
man; member LCTA. As mayor, David 
Cicilline has been a financial disastor for 
Providence. 
Governor. John Rohitaille has all the 
qualities one would want in a governor. 
The odiers are either part of the liberal 
regime or wish to be part. The state is 
dominated by a single party. Washington 
has shown how disastrous that can be. 
See Stale: Catheriiie Taylor brings new 
blood and new ideas.. .Kalpb Mollis is part 
of the machine that has driven RI to near 
bankruptcy. 
Attorney Caiangf: Enough witt ihe deals 
and loddng the other way. ErikWallin 
brings new hope lo that ofiBce. 
Senator. Do not vote for Louis DiPahna 
even though he is unopposed. He is paid 
for and owned by unions and has sold the 
towns and cities down die river. 
Remtuntathfe: Dan Gordon should 
rqilace John Loughlin to retain our 
financial interests and to avoid further 
financial collapse in RL 
Moderaiar. O a k . CaumelL Trasurar. 
These people have all done an outstanding 
job. Keep them. 
School Committee: Change of command 
needed. Michael Harrington is a financial 
disaster for Little Compton. VOTE HIM 
OUT! See related story inside. 
T^Aip^^sfor. We have no opinion of 
Robert Gofif as Tax Assessor. He has no 
relative experience for us to judge. 

WNATaRM 

jxanaeni. 
IWOVMrirMm . _ 

LaiiliP.|}IMUM 4 B 

TOMMHOBBRMOR 

• .VWtorl . 

a.«iB6«aN 

TOWNAiSBK 

TOIIljM.TH^ASUlWaMlilb 
.OOLUKTimeFTMOB 

seHooteoMHinEE 

ASBBSSeR-OF TAXES • 
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HD>wiM.CqFF.JWL ^ ^ 

Questions On Battot. Vote >>0 on 
1.23i4... diey all spend money - your 
money - the state doesn't have. As for 
local question #S, vote NO. Leave it as an 
elected office and not appointed. The 
Town Council has enan{̂  power. Too 
many risks with qipointees. 



Q 
CO 

m 

Q 

fNI 

Conceptually, the school will be reconfigured as shown below. 
The new sections are shown in orange. 

1973 DLDG 

. G Y M 

Dollars & Sense 
The school project pushed by the School Committee (in a 4-to-l 
vote) would require a 20-year loan with a total estimated cost of 
S4S,399,137 over 20 yeais (using numbers provided by the 
Building Coinmittee). Assuming that RIDE provides 42% of 
tiiat amount, Ae Town would pay out $26,331,500 over the 
same time period. That would add S1316.S7S PCT year to the 
Town's annual property tax budget. The current income from 
properly taxes is $9,849,172. The increase due to the school 
project repoBsents a 13% tax hike. Add the expected 4% tax 
increase for tiie regular budget and the Town feces ai.. 

17% tax hikel 
In the economic climate we now live in, who can afford that for 
the next 20 years? And this assumes that RIDE provides its 
share of the cost If it doesnt, the increase becomes 27%. 
This does npt make sense. It is, by for, the largest and most 
ominous expanse ever in the history of Littie Compton. The 
debt that it would pkce on the citizens for the next 20 years is 
notiiing short nf stqggering. 

Your Taxes 
There are many ways to look at tiie tax inqnct fixnn this veiy 
expensive project on you. Here are a few ways to do so. 
Tax increasB based on home value: The following chart 
shows the annual property tax increase based upon the value 
foat the Tax Assessors have placed on your home. 

With RIDE Money With NO RIDE Money 

$200K Home... ...$142 $200KHome... .$246 
$300K Home... ...$213 $3G0KHome... .„$369 
$400KHome... ...$284 $400KHome... ..$492 
$500K Home... ...$355 $500KHome... .$615 
$600KHome... ...$426 $600KHome... .$738 
$700KHome... ...$497 $700KHome... ...$861 
SBOQKHome... ...$568 $800KUome... ...$984 

20-Year pavout baaed on home value: The following 
chart shows tiie total 20-year payout based upon foe value that 
the Tax Assesscns have placed on your home. 

With RIDE Money With NO RIDE Money 

$200K Home $2,840 
$300K Home $4,260 
$400KHome $5,680 
$500K Home $7,100 
$600K Heme .$8,520 
$700KHome .$9,940 
$800K Home $11.360 

Annual Tax Bill: The following chart shows tiie impact on 
your actual tax bill based upon the value that the Tax Assessors 
have placed on your home. 

Current 
BUI 

Now Bill 
With RIDES 

Bill 
No RIDE $ 

$200KHome $1,066 $1,208 $1,312 
$300KHome $1,600 $1,812 $1,968 
S400KHome $2,132 $2,416 $2,624 
SSOOKHome $2,665 $3,020 $3,280 
$600KHome $3,198 $3,624 $3,936 
S700KHome $3,731 $4,228 $4,592 
$800KHome $4,264 $4,832 .$5,248 

These tables do not take into account foe annual tax hikes foat 
will occiv in the regular budget. Either way you look at it. fois 
project win cost tiie toxpayers a lot of money keepiag in mind 
tiutt foe "RIDE money" is also your tax dollars. And this 
analysis does not even consider townspeople wifo low or fixed 
income who can barely make ends nieet today. 

And the School Committee doea not carel 
A $45 Million cost for a town of 3,600 people equates to over 
$12,600 per person for a "super" sdiool foat has not been 
proven necessaiy! Does this imdce sense? 

Alternatives 
As stated eaiiier, foere are physical problems in foe school that 
need to be addressed. There is no denying it. But foe School 
and Building Committees • tum away from renovation as a 
vampire avoids sunlight. They have closed foeir minds to 
viable alternatives. 
One alternative that has been around for quite some time is to 
renovate foe existing structure. Its significantiy less expensive 
and can be done over a period of 6 to 10 years on a "pay as you 
go" basis - no loans, no interest It's referred to negatively as 
"band aids" by the Building Committee. A new sprinkler 
system is not a band aid. New boilers, plumbing, electrieal 
systems, roofis, eto. are NOT band aids! And renovation of an 
existiag structure allows the school to continue to operate 
without having to expand the floor space in accordance wifo 
RIDE "guidelmes" (foey are not hard, fast laws!). 
This qiproach does not require moving ball fields and 
playgrounds and doesnt involve demolition of perfectiy 
portions of tiie building. The cost of this approach is between 
$10 and $15 Million over a 6-to-lO year period taking care of 
all things that need to be reptastd. It would cost less if some of 
tiie more "would like to hnve" things were eluninated. 
One additional idea going aieund town Is to ohanga Wilbur 
fiiom K-thru-8 to K-tfani-6 and send the 7fo and 8fo graders to 
wherever foe high schoolers go. Thai frees up space and lends 
itself to lower operating costs for foe town. 
This situation is still developing and foe Taxpayers Association 
will continue to monitor it We foel that foe case for a $45 
Million school has not been made or justified. The case for 
renovation is a good one and foe estunated cost to do so needs 
to be evaluated completdy and hcmostiy. We have serious 
doubts about tiie objectivity of foe present Sdiool Committee 
and foe Building Committee to achieve that goal; tiieir 
performance to date has been a disappointment and foeir attitude 
can best be describedjs "lone deaf." 
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Mike Harrington, Financial Disaster: Attomey Michael 
Harrin^on is seeking reelection to tite Littie Compton School 
Committee of whi^ he Is now chairman. We believe his 
pofoimance ae a member and foen chafar of foe School 
Coinniinee has produced a recoid that disqualifies him from any 
poshion on the committee. As foe nid sayiiig declares, "Let's 
lode at the record". 
• Led a groiq) at foe 2005 Financial Town Meeting to add 
$600,000 to foe school budget - money foat foe school 
committee didn't need, had not requested, and had no plan to 
use. He was verbally abusive to foe moderator and refosed 
repeated attempts to leave the microphone. He instigated a 
lawsuit in Superior Court against foe Town Moderator that was 
later dismissed. The voters of foe town faced a three nigiit battie 
to repulse fois affront to then* pocket books. 
• Took specific action to drive Superintendent Harold Devine 
out of foe job because Devine wae instrumental in outsourcing 
student tcaospoitation. Aifoough outsourcing has already saved 
foe taxpayers hundreds of foousandis of dollars, foe Union was 
angry and Devine had to go. Harrington was right foere to do 
foeir bidding. Thus, foe best Superintendent that Little 
Compton ever had is now gone. All one needs to do to verify 
fois is to look at foe wording foat Harrington put into Devine's 
coutmct: "There shall "be no extensiuu of this contract" This 
language had nuver been used io any previous Superintendent's 
conttact When asketi at a School Committee meeting whefoer 
foere was any interest in extending Dr. Devine's contract, 
Harrington's response was "NO". And now Harringfon has foe 
raw nerve to take Devme's accomplishments, call foem his own, 
and use foem for his own political gam. 
• Following foe bizarre 2008 election, Mr. Harrington was 
elected Cbaimian of foe committee. During his fint days he 
hired a new teacher for foe first grade. His reason? Unruly boys 
who were hard to control. Were foe patents notified? Were the 
unruly hoys disciplfoed? The solution wes mane expense to foe 
town's taxpayjers. This is a typical liberal sohition... throw 
money at foe problem. Somebo^ else's money, of course. Cost 
to foe taxpayers so far: $200,000. 
• Next in line was all day kmdergarton. All day kmdergaiten 
is not wifoout controversy since develqpmentully many children 
find coping wifo an all day program too rigorous for foeir still 
developing skills and mental capacity. Hanington appointed a 
sub-committee to explore all day kindergarten. They NEVER 
heU a meciting. Some have refnrcd fo it as '*baby sitting" to 
parmit working poxents to save on child oare. None foe less, 
after years of half day "K". Harrington hued more teachers! 
• The mrtst recent oubage is foe suggestion, spearheaded and 
volisd npon by Mr. Haningtpn, of a $45,060,000 school 
bnil^ng pmgi-Bm by a coimnittee .wifo three members of the 
school committee as membecs! Objectivity? Out foe window! 
Saddlhig our citixens wifo 20 years of debt does not have any 
consequence m his mind. Note: foe efforts of former 
Superintendent Devine produoed a sustained high perfoiming 
school Ilie school needs maintenance - long ignored - but a 
$45,000,000 mortgage as a sohition? The more foan S3O.Q0O. 
mamtenanee budget for this year has not been touched in 
antioipation of a new school bemg built More neglecti 
• Chairman Hanington has conducted numorous "executive 
sessiona" behind closed doors wifoont a vote of tiie coimnittee 
m **open session" as required by foe Open Meetings Act 
(OMA). Proper mmutes of many meetings were never recorded 
m compliance wifo foe Secretary of State's OfiTice. The practice 
chained following a citizen complamt 
• Mr. Harrington conducted a meeting of foe school 
coinmittee on ttus year's Memorial Day to fund a $106,000 

contract wifo DB Architects to develop plans for expanding and 
refurbishing foe school. The Attomey (Seneral's Office recently 
ruled that foe meeting was a violation of foe law because it was 
not advertised in any newspaper as required. Mr. Harrington Is a 
lawyer, he should know better. By approving foo contract, foe 
Harringtonhled committCB liired the least experiended̂  most 
expensive firm of tiie top tinee oholces of foe Biiikiing 
Conunittee. And foe pifolic wasnt told ahead of time about it 

• When asked 11 foere was an altemative plan aheuid foe now 
$45 Million project vote foil, he said, "Tlwre is no plan B." 
Looks like foe chickens have come home to roost 

So what does fois record suggest? It suggests a 
spending spree beyond all rational needs that serves the Unions 
and not foe taxpayers. All of us have seen this at foe state and 
national levels and now we have it right here in Little Compton. 
That's foe bottom ime on hoiv Mr. Harrington has peifomicd. 
In the private sector he'd be fired. Remember in November! 

S4SM School Project: Former Fire Chief Harry HaDgring 
conducted a long overdue fire safety inspection of foe Wilbui' & 
McMahon School in August 2005. He found an assortment of 

"life safety code" discrepancies. 
The estimated cost for cooqiliauce 
was $100,000. This price teg 
"shocked" tho Scliool Committee. 
Smce foen, foe Committee has been 
conducting study after study such 

foat now it wants to unpose a S45 Million project on the 
taxpayers of Littie Compton! 
Currentiy, a School Building Committee consisting of an 
unwieldy 18 membecs has decided tiiat this is the way to go 
wifo no apparent concem finr affoidability. There are problems 
in foe school that need, to be addressed, but $45 Million is too 
costiy for a small town such as Littie Compton. Tbeia are less 
expensive solutions, but foey areot as alimeiive or pleasing to 
foe group of myopic elites. And the School Committee, wifo the 
exception of Joe (^inn, has blindly accepted tius project despite 
its cost and complexity. 
The Building Committee is anplymg to the RI Department of 
Education (RIDE) for a subsu^ that foey believe will be 42%. 
That means foe taxpayers' share will be $28 Million. Does that 
make you feel any better? But will foe Town get foe RIDE 
money? The Stete was just barely able to bakmce its books fois 
year hugely because of fiederal "stimuhis" money. Not so next 
year! Will foe General Assembly he m mood fo agree to pay 
Littie Compton $17 Million? Are you willmg to pay the fiill< 
price if fo^idont appropriate foe money? 

The Pian 
The followmg is what foe Building Conmiittee wants to do: 

Demolish the 1991 additions that foe town just finished 
paymg for. 
Put up new buildings to increase the floor space tcoai 
59.000 sq-ft to 72,000 sq-ft (+23%) even tiiough sfodent 
pqnibition is inojected to drop 18% over foe next decade. 
Move foe baseball field to tiie West by 20-feet and tum it 
mto a Littie League field. 
Construct a handicap accessible pathway from foe athletic 
fieUs and porkmg fots to tiie sdiool. 
Move foe privately funded pdblic playground to Veteran's 
Field in order to.mdce room for parking. 
Renovate tiiase areas tiurt ere not demolished. 
Build a new esfbteria and Idlchen in fixmt of tiie gym. 
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* * TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER * * 

LITTLE COMPTON TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM (Vd. x. N.. 2) 
NAMa. DATe_ 

OFFICE PHONE. 

EMAIL 

(For couples, please provide both first names) 

FAX 

Local Home Address — • Q Check if year-round address 

AODREaa. 

cmr/TowN. .STATE. 

HOME PHONE. 

Second Home Address ••From To 

ADDRESS. 

ZIPCODE. 

(Monfo/Day) 

crrY/TDWN. :STATE-

HOME PHONE. 

ZIPCODE. 

S U G G E S T E D CONTRIBUTION: $15 (Single) $25 (Family) (Ottier) 

Mail fois form and your contribution to: Uttie Compton Taxpayers Association 
PO Box 455 
Adamsville. Rl 02801 


